Pastor’s Words / 42 EfiB9EE
The Ultimate Gift!

Gifts are always "interesting" when people desire to make us feel their love and
care through what they present to us. Whether it is a picture, a drawing, a bouquet
of flowers, a gift card, or just a compliment, the "gift" is often a reminder that we
have been remembered and hold some type of value to the giver.

Arriving outside of Kunming in Yunnan Province, | met with some local friends who
had a plan to take me to a nearby town called YuXi. As | usually went to the Bai
People group area of Dali or Lijiang to what was generously called a "training
centre," visiting YuXi sounded great to me. The gifts of my time with those friends
included some wonderful meals with silk worms and yak butter tea. To conclude
my visit, | was provided with 6 long cartons of cigarettes....a local product! Arriving
at the airport back in Kunming with my gift in hand, | still didn't know what to do
with the "gift." Placing the cigarettes in the bin above my seat on the plane, | had
to recognize that the gift represented something from their hearts to me. Arriving
back in Guangzhou, | recognized my dilemma had an answer as | deplaned and
simply left the valuable gift of cigarettes in the bin for whomever found it!

Jesus came as our ultimate gift from our creator God. He has not been received
by all. Our Lord God offered Jesus on the Cross of Calvary to suffer and forgive
the sins of all who would receive His gift of eternal life. We neither deserve nor
earn the gift of love and salvation that Christ offers to all who will receive His gift of
forgiveness and salvation. Today, we celebrate Easter. It is not a secular holiday
just about eggs and bunnies. It is a day of remembrance that the Creator God
loved us enough to send His only begotten son, Jesus, to sacrifice His sinless life
as a substitute for our sinful behavior. Today is the day of salvation for those who
will humble themselves, confess their sin, and cling to Jesus as Saviour and Lord.
He desires our fellowship as His adopted son or daughter and that is HIS GIFT TO
US! (John 3:16) What will you do with Jesus, today? Will you humbly pray and
become a child of Christ?
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If vou have a praver need
or would like to spealk
with a pastor, please call:
(713) 461-0963

Upcomlng Events HWEFIE

There will be a bake sale to support the Cambodia Mission
trip on Sunday, April 27, 2025 in the FLC during lunch
fellowship.
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Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be held on Saturday, May 3,
2025 from 8:30 - 9:30 am in room 163. Contact Pastor Oleg
s | for details and RSVP.
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Ministry Fair will be held on Sunday, May 4, 2025 at 1:15 pm

to 3:15 pmin the FLC.
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4 Senior Rainbow Field Trip “Family Farms” at Plantersville,
TX on Wednesday, May 7, 2025, Cost $20/ person. Please
RSVP to Dorothy 281-222-9180 or Josephine 713-774-4321.
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Senior Rainbow “Mother’s Day” fellowship will be held on
¢ 2% <. @ Thursday, May 15, 2025 at 10 am in the FLC. Cost is $8/
i person. Please RSVP to Dorothy at 281-222-9180.
TV Al E R RS 5A158, 2HMG L4 10:00, 7E
Ji%ﬁkﬁ"s‘ (FLC) 17, BF: B A 8 23T, H&: HUHE
Dorothy: 281-222-9180,

- Semi Annual Business Meeting will be on Sunday, May 18,
MEETING 2025 at 1 pm in the Sanctuary
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Senior Banquet Class of 2025 will be held on Saturday,
May 24 from 5 pm to 8 pm in the FLC. Senior Banquet
tickets will be available for purchase during the lunch
fellowship every Sunday.
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Vacation Bible Camp (9am to 12 pm) and Kids Chinese
Camp (1pm to 5pm) will be held on June 23-27, 2025.
Lunch will be on your own. Registration starts in May..
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Text: CBCHOUSTON to
84576 from your phone to
subscribe to updates.

Give through a quick text
@ message. Text "GIVE" to
(281) 369-9265 to donate

For all additional
announcements and
information wvisit:
cbchouston.org
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CHINESE BAPTIST CHURCH

900 BROGDEN RD. HOUSTON, TX 77024
CBCHOUSTON.ORG
713.461.0963
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John,20:29, Matthew 26:17-32
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Scripture Reading RERRIE X
John 20:29 (CSB)

Jesus said, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet believe.”

Matthew 26:17-32 (CSB)

17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus and asked,
“Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?"s1 “Go
into the city to a certain man,” he said, “and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My time is
near; | am celebrating the Passover at your place with my disciples.” 19 So the
disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 20 When
evening came, he was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 While they were
eating, he said, “Truly | tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22 Deeply distressed,
each one began to say to him, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 He replied, “The one who
dipped his hand with me in the bowl—he will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go
just as it is written about him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is
betrayed! It would have been better for him if he had not been born.” 2s Judas, his
betrayer, replied, “Surely not I, Rabbi?"You have said it,” he told him. 26 As they
were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, gave it to the disciples, and
said, “Take and eat it; this is my body.” 2z Then he took a cup, and after giving
thanks, he gave it to them and said, “Drink from it, all of you.2s For this is my blood
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 20 But |
tell you, | will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when |
drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 30 After singing a hymn, they went
out to the Mount of Olives. 31 Then Jesus said to them, “Tonight all of you will fall
away because of me, for it is written: | will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of
the flock will be scattered. 32 But after | have risen, | will go ahead of you to
Galilee.”
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Sermon Notes
Matthew (B K1EE) 26

[ Time of Worship (Passover), verse 17-20 :
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Il. Tlme of Sadness (Betrayal), verse 21-25:
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M. T|me of Reflection ﬁSupper verse 26-28 :
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IV. Time of Vlctory (Resurrectlon) verse 29-32:
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*** |s it time for CBC to Resurrect our purpose and focus?
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Collecting Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.
There is no Sunday School today.
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt with bible story to follow after service.
Lunch Fellowship afterwards
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Sunday, April 13

2025

Attendance English Cantonese Mandarin KidMin Youth GrandTotal
| 3 A E5RE REH ELEL 2
Worship service 155 74 69 37+(1 O) In Worship 345
= Service
Sunday School 100 41 59 43+(20) | 24+(6) 293
E=]
Regular Service Worship Time Sunday School Time
FEEEA x B EFHTHE T B2
English %8 9:45 AM 11:15 AM
Mandarin FzE 9:45 AM 11:15 AM
Cantonese B2 11:15 AM 9:45 AM
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Jian Yang (John) #5532 4% £
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Oleg Xu fRE 4 B Geraldine Lee =88 5 = i 5k
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Visitors please go to the Welcome Desk for more information
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